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Feneris 1 3° die Novembris 1 70 2. 

THat the Thanks of tliis Houfe 
be given to the Lord Bifhop of 
Exeter^ for the Excellent Ser- 
mon Preached by him Yefterday , be* 
fore Her Majefty, and both Houfes of 
Parliament, at St. Tauh Church. And 
that Collonel GranviUey Mr. Secretary 
Hedges^ and Mr. HowCy do attend his 
Lordfliip with the Thanks of this 
Houfe. 

Pauljodrell, 

Gl. Dom. Com. 



SERMON 

Preach'd before the 

QUEEN, 

AND BOTH 

HOUSES of Parliament: 

, AT THE 

Cathedral Church of St. Pauls 

Nov. 11. 1703. 
Being the Day of 

For the Signal Succeffes Vouchfafed to Her Majeliies Forces 
by Sea and Land : Under the Command of the Earl of 
Marlborough in the Low-CbuntrUs ; And James Duke of 
Ormond General, and Sir Gsorge Rook Admiral, at Vigo. 
As alfo to thofe of Her Allies, Engaged in the Prefent 
War againft frame and S^ain. 

And likewife, for the Recovery of His Royal Highnefs the 
Prince oi DEN MARK. 



By the Right Reverend Father in GOD 
JONATHAN Lord Bilhop of Exeter. 



^uWftitii 6? ^ev f!^aizmt9 Cf^tecml Ci(unmanD« 



LONDON, 

Printed for Tho. Bemet at the Half-Moon in St. Pmrs 
Church-Tard, 1702. 
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Joihua XXIII. part of the 8f^ and ^thVQvks...^ 

8. Cleave unto the Lord your Godj 05 you 
have done unto thk Day^ ' 

9. Fc/r the Lord hath driven out from before 
you great Nations^ and Strong, 

THefe Words are part of that preat 
General fojhud^ Speech to the Elders^ 
the Heads, the Judges, and the Officers ; a 
Noble Reprelentative of all Ifrael, whom 
he had called together, when he was waxed 
Old, and jiricien in Age, the very day he 
was going the way of all the Earth, that he 
might recount to themi the moft memorable 
Occurrences of his Adnainiftration, and, by 
his Remarks on things paft, give them fuch 
certain Direftions , as , well heeded to, 
would ftill go along with them, as a Cloud 
by Day, 'and a Pillar of Fire in the Night, to 
[deliver them from their Enemies, and not 
only carry them lafe through all Dangers ; 
but, what indeed is greater, prevent them. 

B Such 
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Such are the Exhortations he here pref^ 
ies upon them, as, being exa6l:ly followed, 
would put them in a certainty of continu- 
ing Succefsful for the future : And when 
he was paying his laft Debt to Nature, he 
leaves them Counfels, whereby they might 
ftill become greater, than God had alrea- 
dy made them by his Sword. 

And becaule Men are apt to yield to 
the force of that Advice, which is drawn 
from Example, efpecially fuch as they 
themlelves (hare in , he recounts in (hort, 
what had befallen them, from the time 
they came, the moft milerable of Slaves, 
out of the Houfe of Bondage, tothispre- 
fent, of their becoming great Conquerors, 
in the full PoffeiTion t>/ the Promised Land ; 
from making Brick^ without Stranp, and 
building Houfes with them for tho Mgyp' 
r/^^?5 toriotin ; from a Land, where their 
cruel Taskmafters had lived at ea(e, and 
in fulne6,by the improvement of fheirLa- 
boursj and had 4)-unkplentifolly from the 

Sweat 
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Sweat of their Brows ; to become noW 
themselves, in return, Poffeflbrs ofn L.and, 
for which they did not labour, to dwell in 
Cities, which they built not, and to edt of 
Vineyards and Oliveyards, which theyiAdnt4d 
not, - 

Moreover having oblerved them to be 
a very proud and affuming People, ever 
apt to arrogate to their ownCondud and 
Valour, thole Succefles, which were whol- 
ly owing to the Alniighty Arm ; to 
prevent that dangerous Pride for the fu- 
ture, he plainly tdls them, that they were 
to look on all that had been done forth^m, 
as done by the Lord unto all thefe Nations be- 
caufe of them ; for the Lord your God k be 
that fought for you. 

How parallel their cafe was to ours 
would beeafytofhew, were it proper Here 
to enlarge on it. For what has been God's 
Treatment ofUs, ever fince the laft never 
to be forgotten Rebellion'; and theMurther 
of the beft of Kings, and the happy Re^ 

B 2 ftoration 
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floration of his Son ? What ? but fbme- 
times an heaping of one Mercy on another, 
(bnnetimes, even in the midft of Judgments, 
remembring Mercy ? And yet how few 
among us have applied either of> thefe a- 
right ? either our Minifters of State ap- 
propiating the Mercies to their own Con- 
duA; or others,looking upon the Judgments 
as matters of Chance ; Afcribing neither 
to the Goodnefs, or Juftice of him, to 
whom both ought only to be imputed. 
-I'^But belides all- thefe Encouragements 
from the remembrance of paft Favours, Jo- 
jbud farther affures them, that, as no word 
cf the Lord had fallen to the :\G rounds 
which he made . to them, and as all thefe 
Mercies, and many more, and more ex- 
cellent kept clofe to them, whilft they 
walked fteadily in God's Statutes, and kept 
his Commandments ; (b they were ftill 
entailed on the due Obfervers of them ; 
and fb long as they continued to be fo, 
they might affure themfelves of the BleP 

lings 
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fings of this fruitful Land they now 
poflefs'd, of thofe of the Basket, the 
Field, the City, the Fruit of their Bodies, 
their Grounds, and their Cattle : He, 
that neither Slumbers nor Sleeps, would 
be their Watchman, the God oj Hofts 
and Battels, their Guard; Hewhdjethe 
Earth is, and the fulnejs thereof, their 
HCisbandman to cultivate, and impreg- 
nate their Soil. 

And what at laft does he conclude 
from all. this ? Do therefore, lays he, 
all that is written in the Book of the 
Law of Mofes ; turn not aj{de therefrom ; 
Cleave to^th^ Lord your God; Loyehim, 
and go not back from him; for ^npwy^ 
for a certainty, that otherwile, the. Lord 
your GjodwiU; no y^ore drive out. any of 
"^fe Nations hefore you, hut theyfhall he 
Snares and Traps unto you, and fcdurges 
in y(^iAr SHes, and Thorns^ i^ your Eyes, 
until ye periflp from ^ off\tl^is good^^I^mi : 
They, whom ye Igoil'd, by reafon of 

their 



their Abominations, wherewith they 
had provoked God to become irrecon- 
cileably their Kncmv, lliall have their 
turn too of Revenge, in rifling and dif- 
pollcHing you, if ever your Sins llrall 
bccom^.' as ripe as chciis were. 

Now what Jojhna lays here before 
them, as the occafion either of their 
Miscarriages, or Snccelles, holds true 
to all States and Empires of the World. 
Whence we may not doubt to eftablifli 
this Propfition, that 'tis only the ftea- 
dy performance of our Duty to God, 
in keeping his Laws, and cleaving to 
his Q)mmandments , in not turning 
afide therefrom to the right hand, or to the 
Jeft^thzt will engage him to prote61:.and 
fight for us, to blefe our Counlels, and 
profper our Wars. For as in the Words 
of my Text, ^'• 

Cleave unto the Lord your God, as you 
have dme unto this T>ay, For the Lor d^ 
the Lord hath driven out from hefwe you 
great Nations and Strong. From 
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From thele Words I will endeavour 

tofliew, as plain as may be, theneceflity 

of every one's cleaving to God, who 

willies well to the llipport of his Country. 

And that for thefe Reafon*, 

tirji , Becaufe Sin has naturally 
in it ielf I a tendency to the Ruin of e- 
very Society, State, and Kingdom. 

Secondly y Becauie all Sin makes God 
our. Enemy, and the contrary Virtues 
render him our Priaid ; on whole Pow- 
er, and loving kindnefs alone, the Being, 
and well Being of all Governments de- 
pends. , ' n 
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TUrdiy, aridlartly, As an inference 
from the whole, I fliall urge an Obliga- 
tion on every Body,. whoioveshisCoun- 
try, to do his Duty towards God; frotti 
which fuch a general, National Good- 
nefi will reiiilt, as will certainly engage 
Gcsd on our iide. -tn : 

For firft, Sin has naturally in it felf 
a lindency to the Ruin of any Nation. 
-1 ^ ,.The. 
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I'he Notions of Good and Evil ftand 
upon a moft firm, and lafting Bafis ; and 
maugre the lubtileft Contrivances, fbme 
Men have ufed to oblcure, and confound 
them, by making Virtue only a Con- 
venience, and Evil Purely fo by prohi- 
bition of State, the things themlelves 
will yet remain for ever diftin6l in their 
Natures ; as being the one founded up- 
on a Conformity to the divine Perfed;i- 
dn, the other > upon a Difformity and 
Difagteement to it. The Evil of an 
A6tion is, as it were, its Death ; The 
Good its Life and Soul, which remains, 
and becomes Immortal, when that which 
received, - and kept it, is conium'd, and 
moulder'd into Duft and Oblivion; nay 
makes even that immortal too. 

Religion may for a moment be diP 
countenanced by an Atheiftical Jeft, and 
Drollery : Virtue may. be traduced by 
?atyr, horn down by the flrong Tide 
of Malice, ^cid great Intereft ; but 'tis as 

impof^ 
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impoffible,thc fevereftlnvetSlives ftiould 
ever alter their Nature, or rob them 
of their original Goodnefs, as it is, 
that the Sun Ihould lofe its Native 
Univerfal Light, becaufe this particular 
Man's difeafe and fren2,y makes him to 
hate, and fliut it out of his own Re- 
tirement. To Praife God and fpeak of 
his holy and dread Name with Fear and 
Reverence, wiJl be always more ac- 
counted of, than to Blafpheme and Scoif 
at him, or to be merry with thofe My-^ 
fteries of Religion, which every Li- 
bertine's impudence makes common by^ 
Difcourfe, and Prophane by taking in- 
to his Mouth ; nay, fo as publickly to 
deny them not only in Difcourfe but 
in Prints ; but 'tis to be hop'd, they will 
not now go unpunilh'd. 

As God has fb order 'd our Natures as 
to make Vice and Virtue the foundation 
of our Happinefs, or Mifery e verlafting- 
ly ; fO; to make his concern for Holinefi 

C the 
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the more confpicuous, he has render'd it 
the conftant ground, andreafon of the 
Happinefs and Milery; of thofe Societies, 
wherein Ave live in this World. Thus 
all v/ife Nations in Chriftendom have 
founded the obligation of their Obedi- 
ence to Government upon the Com- 
mand of God, and not upon the meer 
force of a Contract between thofe who 
are Govern'd, and the Governors. 

We may eafily fee, That when a Peo- 
ple grow regardlefs of the Laws of God, 
they want the greateft obligations of 
Obedience to the Laws of Men. For 
what Principle is there elfe, but their 
Obligation to God, that can tie them 
to Obedience, except their own pleafure 
or profit, which, without doubt, they 
will gratifie ? nay, they are falfe to their 
own Principles, if they do not, as foon as 
they find that they are ftrong enough: 
They will then quickly grow weary of 
their Allegiance, whence naturally will 

follow 



follow Confufions and Tumults, and 
every Evil Work ; and then, how far 
the Diffolution of fuch a . Country can 
be off, any Man of an ordinary capa- 
city may be able to Divine. 

I cannot therefore but wonder, that 
of late years, there fhould be fuffer'd 
fo many Pamphlets againft the Settle- 
ment, nay the very foundations of Go- 
vernment, and of all Religion, and thoie 
too to Spawn with all freedom, tho' 
furely not Encouragement. For were the 
Governors themfelves meer Atheifts, or 
. . Unbelievers, were Chriftianity but a 
State Policy, as fome Men, for their m.i- 
ftaken Interells, would have it thought ; 
yet furely it mull be common Prudence 
to prelerve the , Eftablilhment of it, 
fince there is no other Notion can main- 
tain any Government long, but the 
Senfe of Men's Duty to be recom- 
penc'd in another World. So true 
is that laying, That by God Kings 

C 2 reign. 
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reign^ that he not only brings them to 
their Thrones, but continues them lafc 
in them. 

My fecond Reafon, Why Sin is De- 
ftru6tive of Government, is, Becaule, 

That makes God our Enemy. As 
when he giveth quietnefs, whv then can 
make trouble ? So when he hideth his 
face, Who then can behold him ? JVhe- 
ther it he done againjl a Nation, or a Man 
only. That God prefides, with a pecu- 
liar Providence, over SocieSes, and 
Communities of Men, is a truth {o evi- 
dent. That the Government of the 
World would be diflblved, and the 
Foundations of the Earth out of Courfe, 
did not the fame God,~ who firft created 
them by the Power of his Word, ft ill 
continue to watch over them by his 
Almighty Protecflion. And as this yields 
us an irrefragable ground in reafcn, 
that the moft Highruleth intJx Kingfioms 

of 



tf Men, fo we may learn from the 
Hiftory of all paft Ages, and the fre- 
quent Smart of our own, that the Go- 
vernment of God is ever adminifter'd, 
according to the Nature of Mens 
Actions ; that he Diipenfes his Fa- 
vour to a People, or" withdraws it 
from them, as Virtue, or Vice, Re- 
ligion, or Impiety, refpedlively pre- 
vail among them. 

But perhaps it may be faid by fome 
Imitators of Joah^ or Achttophel, who 
are ready to impute allSuccefles to them- 
ielves, What need we to call in Provi- 
dence in all Difficulties ? Do we not fee 
Battles determin'd by the Arm of Fleih * 
and that in the multitude of Councellors 
there is fetfety ? But, have fuch Men 
#eigh'd all the great Events which have 
happ^n^d in the World ? Withduf re- 
curring to the Scripture, (which if they 
read ferioufly, they would find abib- 
kitely to overthrow their Principle) 

How 
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How will they anfvver the Accounts e- 
ven of a Jojephus, or Ccefar ? in whofe, 
and all other Affairs,tho' theywho were 
concerned, either faw not God, or con- 
fider'd him not as the only true God, 
yet he, for his own purpofes, interpos'd 
with his Power, and nothing was done 
excluliye of his Allowance. 

Who can conceive the Miferies the 
Jews endur'd within the City, whilft 
they were Befieged, ^nd not vilibly ob- 
ferve, that thofe Calamities were the 
difmal Effects of a provok'd Omnipo- 
tence ? And indeed, all Nations what- 
ever owe the date of their Rile, and 
their Duration,to the All-wife God,arid 
depend only on his Prote6lion, which 
nothing but a due obfervance of his 
Laws can entitle them to. 

This is the Rock, on which alone we 
can raife a lafting Building, whereby 
to be able to withftand the driving- 
Powers of Ambition m great Men, and 

the 



the turns of Humour in a fluctuating 
People. All others are without i jnn- 
dation, rais'd on Sand ; on which no 
fooner 111 all the fury of a foreign Ene- 
my, or an incens'd Multitude, like the 
Waves, roar and come to undermine 
them, or the Rage of a fuddain milled 
Intereft, like the Winds , Mow and beat^ 
than they JJoaJl fall, and the fall wiU 
he very great. If God is againft us, who 
can be for us ? Except the Lord build 
the houfe, their labour is but loft that 
build it. Except the Lord keep, the city., 
the watchman waketh but invam. 

Now this, give me leave to prove 
more particularly, by confidering thoie 
Three main Props,on which the weight 
of States and Empires may feem^ to 
them, who look not far into Things, 
and their Caufes, wholly to relie ; that 
is, worldly Providence, or Policy ia 
contriving ; Courage and Force in exe- 
cuting great Deligns^ and a wife Im- 
provement 
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provement of both thefe, ^by firm atwl 
well-grounded Confederacies. 

But alas ! in thefe barely confider'd, 
there caii be no fafety, becaufe no hu- 
man forefight can reach thofe many 
Accidents, the leaft of Vhich may aher 
the bcft laid Counfels ; nor any human 
Courage, tho' never fo well feconded, 
be fure to execute them ; lince the very 
execution of them is attended with (b. 
many circumftances, as may produce 
Effedis' quite different from what they 
propos'd. 

I. Worldly r Providence, or Policy, 
cannot make good the expelled fucceis 
without God's Afliftance. 

There is no Safety in any Wifdom 
which is not from God, nor in the 
multitude. i(f CounfeUt^s ,' where he 
does not prefide. He takes the nvife 
m their own crafiinefs ; He knows their 
thmghtSy that they are vain; or he 

makes 
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makes them fo^, by the many Defeats of 
their Parpofesr. We read, though the 
Counfel of Achito^bel was of as great Au-- 
thorky, as if a Man had enquired at the 
Oracle of God , yet it was receded : A 
wild extravagant Propofal of Hujhats 
ccfeated the Wifeft of his Co-unfels ; 
j^r the Lord bad appomted to defeat the 
ao id Counfel of Aehiiofhel ^whiich humanly- 
Ipeaking, mu(l have been fiiccefsfuL And 
though Haman might very well have ex- 
peded Succefs from his Meafures fo well 
taken, yet a very inconfiderable Circus- 
ftancetoall appearance^, dafh'd the haugh- 
ty Defign, and deftroyed the Proje^orj 
m Weapon ever proffering, that is formed 
againji God. 

I fhall clofe this Point with one In- 
ftance, which, it may be, will be of more 
Influence, becaufe near usV in every one's 
gyes, and blcfled be God, by a late freili 
proof of His Divine Goodfiefs, in gvery 

D one's 
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ones Mouth ; I rrcan that Neighbouring 
Prince, who feems to begin to live long 
enough to find, That there is an Higher 
than the Higheft, an Higher than He ; One 
that can feverely avenge his Allovi^ance of 
Undue, and Httle lefs than Divine Wor- 
fhip paid to his own Effigies. 

This Prince has been the conftant mo- 
dern Example of fuccefsful human Policy. 
No doubt, but he had very good Coun- 
feilors, and Sagacity to ufe them ; nay be- 
fides that, he was (uitabJy qualify'd for 
fucceeding in any of his unjuft Defigns; 
for he was often trufted vyhere he never 
intended to be Faithful ; his Word never 
fpoil d his Defign , nor did his Treaties 
and Oaths ever break off his Enterprifes: 
lie invaded and over run Flanders naked 
and undefended , becaufe relying on the 
Honour of his Promife, and Sincerity of 
his Abjuring it: He Ufurp'd whole Coun- 
tries in a pretended Right of his .Son, 
though he had folemnly, in the Marriage 
^ • ^ Treaty, 
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Treaty, renounc'd any Claim from the 
Match, to the Hereditary Territories of 
the Sfanifh Monarchy. 

Of which Example I make this uk, on- 
ly to fhew the poornefs of crafty Policy^ 
by what means foever carried on, to afcer- 
tain great Defigns, For after all the Me- 
thods, which he had laid (b deep , and fb 
long profecuted, of aggrandizing himfelf 
and his Family^ What an unforefcen Check 
has he meet with in his laft Enterprife ? 
\\ hat a Burthen he never expelled, is falfn 
on his Shoulders, at an Age when he is 
leaft able to bear it ? What has he done 
this laft Campaign, but received fobs Md- 
fages ot ill News, or what is worfe and a 
greater Difhonour, Forged and Counter- 
teited good ones ? Exprefs upon Express 
from Flanders, of his Armies flying before 
the Confederates, and of Cities which he 
depended on as an invincible Frontier , 
•Surrender d and Conquered, and now be- 
come the quiet Qiiirfers of his Enemies ? 

D 2 W ith 



Wim wtiit Ehvy muftfie fee the Succe -/fes 
Yoyr Arais hive obrain'd this Campaign ? 
\V ith whr Fain mud he hear 'Ol his hldcft 
Graiidfon and bis con no ing General j boifl'd 
by the ic'ondud aud Valour of an Engiijh 
General ? who hath taught them, what 
it is to Storm Towns wich Swords^, not 
to take them with Money in hand ; and 
would have given them farther Teftimonies 
of His, and the Englijh Courage, had they 
{ladRefolution enough to have flood the 
Tryal of it. 

if this h-iughty Monarch cafts his Eye 
towards the Empire, there he hears of Vi- 
diOiy courting, and bdg^d in the Arms of 
ih'Z Young King of the Komaris. if be 
looks towards Italy, ther€ he 11 find his Fa- 
vourite Ger^eral carried Captive^ and ano- 
tlierof his Graixlfons, His King of Sfain, 
wi/h his beO: Troops, not able to do any 
rhing, nay karce tokeephis ground again if 
an handfyl ci iVien, fighting under the In- 
ffueace ol fo good a Caufe, conduced by 

a very 
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a very;^Great rand llerQick ^.iand, it w«re 
tobewifbd^ as v^dl fupportied a Com. 
mander, . a ;.iv,. 

1 But 2i//y, As Badicy cannot, fo tieither 
jcan -Courage and Force ^maice good ttie 
expeded Succe^, without God s Affiftance, 
M.ofes i3iVS cto .the- Jeivs , God did 
not fet bis love np:on thmi^ no'r chufe them, 
hecanfe. tbey were more in riumher than 
any Peofle . ( f&r they were the^ fewefl ) , 
but to give iiimfelf the Honour ot the 
Deliverance ; which they of themfclves 
were no more able to accomplifti, than 
they could thofe Miracles which delivered 
them. And after he had led tl^m out 
with a Mighty Hand, and redeemed rheiii 
from the iiondage of Egypt, HeJftill 
went on to fend, his Angei , and his 
Fear before them, and to drive mtt N^- 
tims before them mightier and greater tlMn 
they. .Whiiii rbey con-tinued "Mifiimfs 
to the Lardy £le ofcca forbore to make 



ufe of themfelves , or their Bow , or 
Sword , for their Deliverances, but beat 
down \ingdoms and nations for them, by 
worms and flies ,* and [ent the hornet 
to defiroy tbofe very People, of which 
they themfelves were afraid. But they 
no fooncr deferted him, than He for- 
fook them, as we have a full Inftance, 
where we read , That , thottgh the Ar- 
my of the Syrians came with a (mall com- 
pany of men , yet the Lord delivered 
a very great hoft into their hand, and 
cm off the Princes of fudah and Jerufalem, 
becaufe they had forfa\en the Lord God of 
their Fathers. 

And indeed the Books of Mofes, and 
all the Hiftorical parts of the Scripture, 
are but one Narrative of the Triumphs 
or Overthrows of the Armies of JJrael, 
as God went along with them, or with- 
drew from them A demon ftrative proof, 
how vain a thing are V^''arlike Preparati- 
ons, mterlyconfidcr'd asrheArmof Flefli, 

to 
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to the fecurity of a People ; and that tho* 
theHorfe be^refard again fl the day of battel y, 
yet fafety is of the Lord, and deliverance 
only from the light of his Countenance. 

The fame Obfervation might be 
equally trac'd , would the time permit 
me 5 in all the prophane Hiftories of 
Wars 5 how often an inconfiderable 
Body of Men has broken and fcatterd 
Legions of the beft Troops ; a fudden 
Fear which rifes unaccountably, no body 
fees how, has unman'd the greateft Num- 
ber ; nay made the Vidory the eafier, the 
greater the Number was- Theie are 
Truths which want not enlarging on, and 
of every days experience ; and 'tis not 
much above Two Years, fince God, by a 
Young Northern King, has fhewn us an 
aftonlfhing Example of them. ^ 

But ftill there are fome too hard to be 
brought to own the entire Dilpofal of 
thefe things, to the Sovereign Diredion of 
a .Divine Power and Goodnefs • and 

there- 
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tlierefore they hare prefumed toomtKh on 
a Thifd Means, as a certain Defence of 
any Kingdom;, or State ; that is, a wefl- 
link'd Confederacy of divers Nations,^ 
whofe Ipterefts are, or may be- the fame, 
in rcfpe'd: of their own, or others ^ituati- 
ons or Defigns. - ' - * 

Btvt alas! even this Cord'V^h^w rt^ani- 
• fold ioever, is loon broken, except God 
ftrengfhefls every Knot of- it For, be- 
fides that ic is bard to find many Govern- 
ments whofe Inrerefls can Be equalj^'ar leaft' 
in all Jundures of Affairs ( which feems' 
the oniy Human Ground upon which (nch, 
Unions are form'd ), rf God withdraws 
his Providential Care, how many trifling 
Accidents will break the whole Alliance ? 
A Publick Minifur corrupted, may be- 
tray, or poyfon the Counfels of his Ma^ 
fter, and make him withdraw : Or fome 
fudden 1 urn- may give fuch a feeming Ad- 
vantage to a particular J :itc, ihit, iii:agi. 
ning the Opportunity iLiu on purpofe to 
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belaid hold on they may as vigoroufly 
run into the contrary fide ; of which 
there are frequent Examples in paft 
times, and our own days, you know 
canfurnifh fome. Befides, Kingdoms 
and States feldom adt with that generous 
open-ne{s with one another, as to lay 
the true purpofes of their uniting fair, 
and above board, Some truly publickly 
fpirited proppfal Ihall be tlte wheel, 
upon which the whole Ihall fpeeioufly 
feem to turn, whilit fome by Projed at 
bottom Ihall be the true fpring, that 
fhall give the motion. ^ 

Now, withoutGods ptoVkiential over- 
ruling'fuch Confederacies,How can they 
laf}, and be ferviceable to each other? For 
fmee their particular end obtain d will 
foon difpofe them to the untying at leaft, 
if not to the cutting the Knot • what iefs 
than an infinite Wifdom,and power, can 
fo order all publick Events, as to* make 
them equally fubfen^ient to the deligns 
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of fo many Princes, ^iff^ring in Inter- 
efts, and fometimes iijt Religion ? In^ 
deed fb abfolutely neceffary is Godt^ 
rightly difpofing the Confederacies of 
Kingdoms, that we ought to efteem it 
as one of his greateil Bleffings, to be 
commemorated on this day, that,araidfl; 
fo many differences of luterelts, ibemr 
ingly drawing fo many feveral Ways, 
and the Artifices of a Prince, aeitjli^er, 
wanting in Mony, npr ia Skill, nojCj 
experience, to divide thexn, yet ftiU the 
Chain is fo ftrojng ( and may it fo al-{ 
ways continue) as.tobeabl^, by the^ 
fame El;efling, to binci the Oppreffor 
with it. 

Therefore from God alone it is, the 
beft form'd Alliances canexpe(9: conti- 
nuance : 'Tis his agreeing to it, that 
holds the Union fait If he departs, 
he has not only an Overruling Wifdom. 
to blaft all their Counfels,. but an irrie- 
fiftible power to makehisownpurpp- 
fe to fucceed. jr 



If He hut beholds^ He drives the 'Nati- 
ons afundevy puts them at as great a di- 
ftance in Intereft , as Situation ; and 
throws in fuch Jealdufies, as iiiakc tlc\^ 
hatred wherewith they fometimes ha'te 
each other, to be greater than the Love^ 
with which at firft they profeffed to 
have Ibv'd. 

God is yponderful in jlrength^ invincible 
arid wifdom it Felf ; not to be deceived, 
any more than conquered. He ph holds 
the Earth in his Hand as a drof, can 
finite, whenever he.pleafes, all the Inhabi- 
tants , as ^ a Keed is fhaJ^n in the 
Water/ But tho' there is none, that 
can refift- his Voice ; and thd the Kocl^s 
/hall melt as Wax at his frefence ; jet he 
that feareth the Lord is great at all times, 
can wrejlle with God, and will prevail. 

Having now ffiewn the weaknefs, 
and infufficiency of htiman Policy, or 
Strength, either fingle, or combind, 
without Gods concurrence, and afli- 
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ftance, may we aot hence infer the un- 
doubted power and fecurky of all, or 
either of thefe, „where He is called in, 
and prefent to dired and govern great 
defigns ? 

Of both which, if I might take the 
boldnefs, I would breifly mention one 
Exaraple,very nearly concerning Us : I 
mean our late Expedition into Spain, in 
both its parts, that which failed, ai?d 
that which fucceeded 

It caiinot juftly be doubted, but the 
Enterprize on Cadi:^ was laid according 
to the beft Rules ©f human forefight. 
The undaunted Courage of the Troops 
employed was unquelHonable both be- 
fore, and after. Our Confederacy at 
Sea was, as it is, ftrong and firm. 

Our Fleet was in all refpecfts great^ 
particularh^ in its cheif Commander , 
a Perfon of wife Condud:, approved 
Valour, and fortunate Experience. 

Our Army well chofen, led by a Ge- 
neral 
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neral, not only defcended of an lllu- 
ilrious Martial Family, but himfeif pof- 
feffed of all the honours of it to pufh 
him on, and likewife, though young in 
years, long trained up in the art of War, 
and, by his (hare in many honourable 
Acftions, become a great Confummate 
,GeneraI. 

Yet notwithftanding all thefe Ad^ 
vantages , there was ftill fomething 
wanting, and Gods time was not yet 
come 5 fo that defign was fruftrated. 

The French King was proud of it ; 
triumph^ in it, as an equivalent for all 
his Digraces elfewhere 3, reckoned now 
the Treafure of the Indies furely his own, 
and refolved to maintain a War againft 
many Nations, with their own Mony, 
he defigned to Spoil them of. He faid 
to himielf, as we find the Rich Man did 
in the Goipelj Soul ta\e thy eafe^ pre- 
fuming he; had Mony 4aid up ^ for many 
jearsy and many Kingdoms) But: Pro- 
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Hidence laughed at him, and faid, not 
thy Soul thu Night, but thefe 'things, 
dearer to th^o, JhaS he taken from thee. 

And aecx)rdingty , by an unaccoun- 
table Chain, which may feem as of ac- 
cidents, yet certainly was the peculiar 
difpofition of Godsr favour and indul- 
gence; that very Fleet and Army of 
ours, which met a difappointmerit in its 
firft defign,foon ^cr obtained a fuccefs 
of much more Value than the other ; and, 
among many "other marvelous circum- 
ftances that attended it, providentially 
owed this fuccefe, as I may fay, to the 
good luek of that mifcarriage Ji non er- 
rajfet fecerat tile minus. 

This is a Blow, which, we may pre- 
fage, many ages can hardly recover ; 
to the Spaniards it feems an accomplifh- 
ment of Eighty Eight 5 and the lofs of 
fo many Ships, and fo much Mony to 
the French King, mull needs be like a 
great flow of Blood from a dangerous 

Wound , 
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Wound, vdbich, tho' iij kills net the^ 
Perfon immediately, reBder^ Kim long 
pale, and weak, and in a perpetual de- 
cay after it. 

And may we not now expeft, that>. 
by tHefe extraordinary ftrokes of Gods 
dtfpleafure, for the Rivers of Blood 
his qn^ty Glory h^s Cted, for thede 
vaftation of fo many Families, whoip,, 
in yi9|ation of his own Edids, he 
woidd r^t permit to ferve God, after; 
tjieir own legal way^ either at home,prf 
abroad without Starving;; fpr depopu-, 
lating fpreign Cppntfie^ byhisSwprd,, 
even his own> by^ exadrions and op-, 
pr^ffions 5 wher9 he fee^, uppity 'd th& 
Rags and wppden Shoes of hisi Vaffals,^ 
and the poverty mqft of them are con^ 
demn d to, in a Country by Nature, 
moft fruitfully provided for : That God, 
I iay, will now call him to an accounty> 
and refolves to lum. tjie Kod:^ witbi 
whicbL he hath fo long fcourg^d Em^ofe;^ 
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For Gad, tho' he bears for his own 
purpofes, for fome time, with Injujlice 
and Tyranny ( which too many Men 
too often interpret his approbation ^ 
yet does not always, or long connive 
at fuch Breaches of the Laws of God, 
and Man : That God , who is the 
Counfellor only of the Righteous, and the 
JVijdom of the fujl. 

There only remains for me to fpeak, 
and that very briefly , to the proper 
Inference from the whole Argument of 
of my Difcourfe. 

That is , ^dly y the Obligation , 
which lies on every Body , who 
loves his Country, to do his Duty to 
God ; from which, fuch univerfal Vir- 
tue and Piety will rcfult, as will moft 
certainly engage God on our fide. 

Now in refped to this end, and with 
a fpecial regard to the folemnity,which 
we are here met about ; the duty is of 
swo^parts. The i ft is an acknowledg- 
ment 
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ment to God of his <Joodnef5 to' us, upon 
all National Favours_, as flowing purely 
from him. . 

The fecond is a breaking ofFthe courfe 
of ^ thofe Sins, which, ¥ contihuej, will 
certainly fo eftrange God from us, as to 
deprive^ us of the Fruit of all the moft 
proiperous SuccefTes, even after they have 
been beftowed. 

^ft. That all National Favours flow 
purely from God, i will pVefume, has been 
jfufficiently proved, as being beyond the ' 
fingle, or united force of human Policy, 
Courage, or the firmeft Alliances; if fo, 
what is it more than our bounden Duty, 
and Juflice, to acknowledge unfeigned ly 
the Gift to God, -who dcfires no more for 
the giving it ? He /is not better'd by our 
Thankfgkvings, yetispleafed with the Gra- 
titude. He makes it an Engagement on 
himfeif, for his future loving- kindneffes, 
that he ^ lees, we ^receive thofe already' 
conferr d, in the manner we oiight , afcrt^ 
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hiug not unto our fehies, hut bis Name, 
the Fraife. 

Now it is my prefent Duty to apply 
this Dodrine, and bring it borne to this 
Auguft Aflembly ; and, 1 hope, I may do 
it, without the Imputation of Flattery, or 
the leaft Blufh to my felf, or any that 
hear me. This {acred Meeting is not, as 
too frequently of late abroad, for the 
iinging a Mock Te Deum for a drawn, or 
fometimes even a lofl: Battel • but for fin- 
cere and pure Thankigiving for great and 
real Bleffings to our own Nation, and our 
Allies ; And the Perfons here met to per- 
form k, as Great, as this Nation, perhaps, 
as the World can fhew. 

We have here the Qji e e n, attended 
with Her Two Houles, acknowledging the 
greatnefs of God's goodnels to us, and of- 
fering the befl: Returns We can make for 
it. It is, in eifed, the Ad of the whole 
Kingdom ; and if it be, as 1 doubt not it 
is, fincere, what new Miracles of Divine 

Boun* 
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Boiliity and Grace may it not pro- 
duce? 

The QuEENj as ^e was always^ when 
in HeTmdft private State, an Example of 
Goodnefs and Piety, fince Crown'd Her 
felf, has declar'd, and as we fee, has made 
Religion to be the principal Jewel of Her 
Crown. She publickly profefs'd, on Her 
acceffion to the Throne, the concerns of 
GOD, and her Country, to be her fble 
Ihtereft ; and this Day is an illuftrious In- 
ftance ot it. 

' It is a common Saying, the Kings and 
Queens of England are in their true Glory, 
when at the Irlead of their Parliament: 
But furely never more fo, than in fuch a 
Parliamentary appearance, in the Houfe of 
God 5 where we may be alfur'd, He him- 
felf is in the midfi of ///, pleas'd with the 
Sacrifice of our Thanks for his late Bkf- 
fings, and ready to grant us new ones. 

And indeed, from fuch a univeffai con- 
currence in this Religious Ad[j what En- 
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cour^ement may not the true Religion, 
and Virtue exped? Since all of you have 
already, in your feveral Councils/ declared 
your Refdution to ftrengthen and fupport 
the EftabliOiment of our Religion j and 
this Days Piety, is an evident demonftra- 
tion of your real Intentions. 

1 muft not here omit, that the Mercies 
of this Day, great as they are, have now, 
by God's infinite Goodnefs to us, another 
happy Addition Were we not all in 
terrible Apprehenfions, even in the very 
time of the fird News of this glorious 
Succefs, leaft God fliould have dalli'd all 
our Triumphs, , and mingled Bitterneis 
and Gall, with the fweetnefe of this Cup ; 
Whilft the dangerous Sicknefs of that 
Great, and moft belov'd Perfbn, afteded 
us with difmal Fears of lofingi him ? But 
by his Recovery, God has been pleas'd, 
to rpake his own Bleffings, and our ThanK- 
givings Entire. ,ni • 
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1 will not now enlarge, becaufe I fup: 

pofe them well known, on the Duties of 
JThanklgiving : Such as a lawfully free, 
but, by no means luxurious, et^ joying 
Gods Gifts thereupon, and providing /or 
the Poor ; that is, in eating the fat^ and 
drinking the fmeet ; and likewife, in fend- 
ing fan to thofe that have nothing. But 
I muft needs tell you, the fenfe of this 
Day is not. to pafs off with it. It rriufl: 
often be refleded on, as. God's Mercy ,• 
and our Sins be henceforward broken oft^ 
which will other wifc, certainly hinder any 
future current of his Favours. Which 
brings me to the lafl Head 'of my DiC 
courie, that we ought 

2 J/y, 1 o break off the courfe of thofe 
Sins, which will eftrange God from us, 
and deprive us hereafter of all fuch extra- 
ordinary SucceOes. 

For the enforcing whereof, recoiled?, I 
befeech you, that every t'm. unrep?nted 
of, is a Quiirrel which God hath <igainft 
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a^Kingdomj and for which he threatens 
its Subverfion. This is that, againft which 
ail his Arrows are direded ; and therefore 
the only way to divert the Arrow, is t6 
remove the Mark. We have heard, that 
the mi(chief of Sin is vaftly dreadful ; it 
not only deftroys the Author, but affeds 
the Community, by helping to fill uf the 
meafure of the fVicl^dnefs of the Land, 
All Sin is a fort of Treafon, and the Ma- 
lignity of it IS not fliut up in our felves, 
or only taints our own Blood, but diffufes 
it felf with a contagious Influence, on our 
Prince, and our Country. It occafions 
Over-turnings, and changes Governments, 
For the Tranfgrejfiom of a Land many are 
the Princes thereof. 

It behoves all of us therefore, if we 
would be real Patriots, to reform our 
own Ways, that all of us may, (6 far at 
leaft, (hare in the Service of our Country, 
as not to contribute towards its ruine j 
whilft fo Many of You fo honourably 
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employ your Time, and Cpunfels, and 
Treafure, for its Safety and Prolpe- 
rity. 

Let us all then fut an>ay the evil 
of our doings from before the Lordy 
ceafe to do evil, learn to do well, have 
our Eyes fteadijy fixd on him, as a 
faithful Mafter, and our Hearts cleaving 
to him in Prayer, with Faith and Good- 
Works j and He will again appear for us in 
fuch Extremity, as is fit for him to (hew 
himfelf in ; and will render all our Vidories, 
as this was, eafie_, and yet wonderful , will 
dafli all the Projeds, and boundlefs Am- 
bition of our afpiring Neighbour, with 
fuch a Spirit of Confufion, that neither 
(hail he be able any longer to dired, nor 
his Workmen to follow ; altho' he may 
have once fondly imagined, he fhould 
build his Houfe broad as the Earth, and 
as high as Heaven. 

Yet ftill let us alfo beware, for not- 
withftanding all thefe Mercies, Ihould we 
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fatally return to^' our Sins and Provoca- 
tions, God'^m^y again 'be' Angry'v.ith 
us, and make them but as thofe ^/ Egypt 
to Nebucbadnczai^ ; for beirtg an in- 
ftrument of G^ds^"' Wrath '^%imft \ 
Rebellious People, though he hiinfelf 
was afterwards defigned for deftrui^i- 
on. But tho' God. lliould^ have purposed 
fuch a Judgment 'againft us, yet he has 
told us, a returninz to him will difarm' his 
Fuiy, blunt the edge of his^Sword, even 
after it is whetted againft us :'' Moft affu- 
rcclly he has put it in the Power of the 
vvhole Nation,^ -nay, perhaps, of a few 
Perlons, 1 am certain, of theft here pre- 
f.iu, if they will heartily reform, to pre- 
ferve from Vengeance, not themielves only, 
bur their Country. 

He \vill then delight to dwell among 
us^ to do %is goodj to go in, and out 
before m, to arift and fcatter our Ene- 
mies^ and to give them as Dufi to our 
Smordsj and as driven Stubble to our Boms. 

He 
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He will fet us on high among the Nati- 
ons of the Earthj make them Bread for 
uSj who^ in the fondnefs of their Conceits, 
were eating us up. 

He wiH then continue to be with us in 
our Counfels ; make them all tend to the 
general Good of our Own Nation ; and 
fhew to the World, that we are a Peo- 
ple, who can Think well, Confult calmly. 
Ad vigoroufly, and Fight well of our 
ielveSj without Owing all the management 
of our ^ffairs, and the dirpoficion of our 
Battels to Foreign Nations. He will 
put the dread of us, or the love of us, 
nfon the Nations that are under the Hea- 
ven^ who Jhall hear refort of m^ and be 
in joy, or anguijh hecaufe of m. 

He will blefs our "Queen with good 
Councils in Parliament, and at the Board j 
with due and happy Execution of them, 
by thofe (lie employs •, with the Hearts of 
all her Subjeds, like her own, entirely 
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Englijh • fo that they fliall fay to one ano- 
ther, as Mordecai iaid to Queen Eftber, 
why may we not believe, that fhe ^ 
come to the Kingdom for fuch a time 
as this ? The fmall time, the few Days, 
as it were, of her Government, have 
exceeded the whole P.eigns of fome 
of her Predeceffors. And yet we may 
look on thefe, but as an earneft of God's 
greater Bounties, if we confider the exemr- 
plarinefsof her own Religion, and a Par- 
liament zealoufly difpofcd to aflif^ her, m 
all things for the Service of God, and our 
Country. 

Such an Example, as this, mufir needs 
ftir up, in every Englijh Man's Breafl, 
fuch a generous Zeal, as will occafion am 
univerial Goodnels, which, if we once 
make our cafe, we may fay witli holy 
David, a great King, a great Warri- 
our, a ■ great Statefmanv and a divine- 
ly infpir'd Prophet , Hapfy are the 
Peofle, lapbo are in Juch a caje^ yea bkf- 
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fed are the Peofle n?ho have the Lord for 
their God, 

Which Blepng, we hefeech thee, God, 
to grant uf, thro Jefus Chrifl our 
Lord j to whom, with the Father^ ami 
the Holy Ghofl, he afcrihed, as is mofi 
due, all Honour, Fraife, Might, Ma- 
jejiy, and Dominion^ bath now and, 
for ever. Amen. 
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